HOMILY SUNDAY 06 — C (Homily 02)
“Beatitude People”
(Jeremiah 17:5-8; Psalm 1; 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20; Luke 6:20-26)
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The young boy travelled far from his home to study under a great teacher. When he met
the wise old man, his first question was, “How long will it take me before I am as wise as
you?” The response came swiftly, “Five years.” “This is very long time,” the boy replied.
“How about if I work twice as hard?” “Then it will take ten,” said the master. “Ten!
That's far too long. How about if I studied all day and well into the night, every night?”
“Fifteen years,” said the sage “I don’t understand,” replied the boy. “Every time I
promise to devote more energy to my goal, you tell me that it will take longer. Why?”
“The answer is simple. With one eye fixed on the destination, there is only one left to
guide you along the journey.”

There is a saying that life is more about the journey than the destination.
To become beatitude people we must make the beatitudes our way of life today.

At the beginning of his ministry, immediately after his baptism, Jesus was driven into the
desert by the Holy Spirit to face three temptations: He was tempted to turn rocks into
bread; to throw himself off the temple so angels could rescue him, and to bow down and
worship Satan. These temptations can be summarized in three words: possessions,
prestige and power.

We know that unlike the old Israel that fell for those temptations time and time again
(they always wanted Land, Temple and Kings), Jesus was totally faithful to God’s call to
live a fully human life according to God’s will. As such, he said no to all three
temptations.

In today’s gospel, Jesus delivers what is seen as his Magna Carta inauguration address,
the Sermon on the Plain (in Luke it is not a mount but a level field). In this sermon, we
see him take up those temptations again in the form of woes, and his response in the form
of the beatitudes. First the woes: Woe to the rich, those who think that possessions are the
key to happiness; they will not inherit eternal life. Woe to those who are full now, who
think that life is all about prestige and pleasure; they will eventually be left with
emptiness. Woe to those who laugh now, who want only power and control; they too will
be left with nothing in the end.

He wraps up the woes by identifying all these temptations, these false gods, as typical of
the false prophets who misled people, who led them away from the path of faith and
integrity. That state of existence Jeremiah describes so well in the first reading as those
who turn away from God, who do not trust God, who trust only in their own mistaken
ideas and futile agenda — they will be stunted in their growth and live barren lives in the
end.



Such is the case already especially in our Western world. In England it seems that parents
are being discouraged from teaching morality and ethics to their kids because it would
somehow affect their openness, and permissiveness in the name of progress has led to the
highest rate of teenage pregnancy in the world. People are not having enough children to
sustain the population. That is the desert that Jeremiah was talking about and it exists
already today.

The opposite path that Jesus highlights in the blessings of his sermon links with his
response to the temptations. Blessed are the poor, those who know that material things,
the rocks of the temptations, will never replace the kingdom of God. Blessed are the
hungry, those who know that there is more to life than prestige and pleasure; they will be
filled. Blessed are those who weep, who are not caught up in the game of seeking power
and control, they will experience joy.

In the end, Jesus identifies all these qualities with the genuine prophets of Israel, basically
saying that those who follow him are prophets in their own right. These are the people
that Jeremiah speaks of as those who trust the Lord, who are full of peace and security,
who experience no anxiety in times of drought. They will always bear fruit.

What consolation there is here for those who trust in the Lord with all their minds, spirits,
strength and souls. They will already experience that eternal life that flows from the
resurrection of Jesus to new life, as Paul so passionately proclaims in the second reading.

Father Cantellamessa, the papal preacher, has this to say about the Beatitudes: “The
passage from today's Gospel is truly a double-edged sword - it separates, traces, two
diametrically opposed destinies. It is like the prime meridian which divides east and west.
But, fortunately, there is an essential difference. The prime meridian is fixed: The lands
that are in the east cannot pass to the west, just as the equator which divides the poverty
of the global south from the rich, opulent north is fixed.

The line that divides the blessed and the unfortunate in our Gospel is not like this; it is a
mobile barrier. Not only can one pass from one side to the other, but this whole passage
of the Gospel was intended by Jesus as an invitation to pass from one sphere to the other.

He invites us not to become poor, but to become rich! “Blessed are you who are poor, for
the kingdom of God is yours!” The poor possess a kingdom and they have it right now!
Those who decide to enter this kingdom are from now on sons and daughters of God,
free, brothers and sisters, full of hope and immortality. Who would not want to be poor in
this way?

The Eucharist that we celebrate now is a blessing to those who believe, a foretaste of the
Kingdom that is already here yet still to come.

May our celebration today help us to become the Beatitude People that Jesus was calling
into being as forerunners in his reign.



